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Dear Readers,  

Thanks so much for choosing to read another issue of PaperBound. We 

really hope you enjoy our curiosity issue. As always it’s full of author              

interviews, inspiring articles, book reviews, writing and illustrations – like 

these lovely locked books from illustrator Imogen Hartland – and more.  

You may have noticed, we’ve made a few changes to the way we are                  

running PaperBound, with two issues a year instead of four, and a more 

active blog with extra bookish content. You can read lots more                    

interviews and articles at paperboundmag.com. 

Another huge thanks to all of our contributors, and the publishers and 

publicists who help put us in touch with the fantastic authors and books 

you see featured every issue.  

If you’d like to be a part of a future issue, please get in touch. We’re always 

on the look out for new writing and illustrations as well as interviews,     

articles and book reviews. Check out our website for more details. 

We hope you enjoy the CURIOSITY issue! 

Happy reading!  

 

Emily, Lucy and Rayan 

 
If you would like to contribute to a future issue, 

tell us what you thought of this one, or contact us 

about anything else, we’d love to hear from you.  

www.paperboundmag.com  
paperboundmagazine@outlook.com 

We occasionally dedicate a very 

small amount of space to                           

advertising. 

 For information on                      

this, please email: 

paperboundmagazine@outlook.com 

Find out more about our fantastic cover                     

illustrator, Hykie Breeze, on page 56 

Locked book illustrations by  

Imogen Hartland  

You can read more about 
Imogen on page 56. 
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by Rebecca Gardyn Levington   

 
Rebecca Gardyn Levington is a children’s book                                                                                

__author, poet, and journalist with a particular penchant for                  

penning both playful and poignant picture books and poems –          

primarily in rhyme. She is the author of BRAINSTORM! and 

WHATEVER COMES TOMORROW and has six additional                 

picture books forthcoming, including AFIKOMAN, WHERE’D 

YOU GO? which releases Feb. 13th. Rebecca’s 

award-winning poems and articles have appeared 

in numerous anthologies, newspapers, and maga-

zines. Find out more about Rebecca 

at www.RebeccaGardynLevington.com.   

Follow Rebecca on social media: 
@WriterRebeccaGL (Twitter/ X),  
@WriterRebeccaGL  (Facebook), 

@RebeccaGardynLevington (Instagram), and 
@rebeccaglevington.bsky.social (BlueSky). 

Rebecca Gardyn 
 Levington  

New Writing 

? 

http://www.rebeccagardynlevington.com/
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‘Mom, do you think there’s a planet out there 

where people are living like us? 

Are there kids just like me who wake up, watch TV, 

eat pancakes then get on a bus?’ 

 

‘Are there kids just like me who enjoy reading books, 

and biking and hiking and sports? 

Are there kids just like me who play video games, 

who never wear pants, only shorts?’ 

 

‘I don’t know,’ Mom replies. ‘Many people think yes. 

It’s a subject of  lots of  debate. 

The astronauts — someday — will figure it out, 

but until then I guess we’ll just wait.’ 

 

‘That’s a terrible plan!’ I say to my mom. 

‘There ARE other kids. I’ve no doubt! 

Come on, grab your keys and let’s, you and I, 

fly over to Earth and find out!’ 
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The Isles of the Gods is the first of a 

new fantasy series packed full of               

action with a great cast of                          

characters. Without spoilers, can you 

tell readers a little more about it?  

I’d love to! It’s a high seas fantasy                   

adventure, featuring a roguish prince, 

and a sailor girl who has absolutely had 

enough of  his shenanigans. It’s set in a 

world of  elemental magic and sleeping 

gods—and if  the two of  them want to 

keep those gods from waking up and  

going to war, then they have to make it 

to an ancient temple on a forbidden                  

island. There’s also gangsters,                       

speakesasies, a bookworm who didn’t 

volunteer for a quest, bare-knuckled 

boxing, and much more. 

I do often have a secret 

favourite [CHARACTER] – like a 

parent, though, I’m not sure I’m 

supposed to tell you who my 

favourite child is!  

“ 

” 

We were lucky enough to catch up with Amie 

Kaufman about her brand-new YA fantasy                   

The Isles of the Gods  

Author Interview 
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You have already written The Aurora 

Cycle and The Illuminae Files. Was this 

story always somewhere in your mind 

while writing them, or did the idea 

come afterwards?  

I originally had the idea for this book 

back in May 2013, exactly a decade               

before it was released! I worked on it on 

and off  for many years – although it’s a 

romp of  an adventure, there’s some very 

complex worldbuilding in it, and finding 

a way to convey all that without over-

whelming the reader took time. I’m                   

really glad I waited until I was good 

enough to do it justice, because I’m so 

proud of  the end result. 

 

When you write, do you find yourself 

favouring certain characters? If so, 

who are your favourites in The Isles of 

the Gods, and why?  

I do often have a secret favourite – like a 

parent, though, I’m not sure I’m                        

supposed to tell you who my favourite 

child is! I really did love writing Prince 

Leander, who’s such a playboy prince on 

the outside, and of  course such a ball of  

vulnerability on the inside. 

 

All the characters in this book are 

connected in some way. Do you have 

any advice for writers who are writing 

about multiple characters and blend-

ing these together?   

I’ve definitely got a reputation for                  

writing books with big casts, and                     

multiple points of  view! If  you’re                  

writing a squad, the main things to 

think about are making sure that each 

character brings something to the plot, 

and challenges the other characters in 

some way. What part of  the story does 

each character push along, that nobody 

else could? And what do they bring out 

in the other characters that we wouldn’t 

otherwise see? 

 

Is your writing inspired by any other 

novels, writers, or media? 

Always! I read constantly, and I think 

perhaps the most direct influence on this 

book was Tamora Pierce’s Tortall books 

– I grew up reading them, and I always 

loved the mix of  fantasy and everyday 

life, and the feeling that the characters 

were people who could sit next to me in 

school, full of  real feelings and                       
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problems. That’s something I worked 

hard to convey in this book. 

 

What would be your top tip for any  

aspiring young writers hoping to write 

fantasy? 

If  you’re going to feature magic in your 

book, make sure you know what it costs 

– whether you have to spend years 

learning the magic, or it’s physically  

tiring, or you need strange ingredients, 

there has to be some reason that magic 

isn’t simply used for everything. Know 

exactly how your magic works, what it 

can and can’t do, and who can use it – 

and then make sure you know how the 

magic existing changes society. There’s 

a lot to think about when you introduce 

magic! 

 

This book ends on a thrilling                     

cliffhanger. Can you tell us what’s 

next for the series? 

As I answer these questions, I’ve just 

handed in my final edit for book two, so 

I can! We get to visit one of  my                            

favourite settings I’ve ever written – the 

Bibliotek. The Bibliotek is a university, 

and is considered the greatest library in 

the world. It’s actually a series of  hun-

dreds of  libraries, every one devoted to 

a different subject, all joined together. I 

visit libraries everywhere I go, so I feel 

like I’ve been preparing to write this 

place all my life! 

Amie’s Writing Prompt 

Write a couple of paragraphs about two people having an argument – it can be about                

anything you like, but if you’re stuck, make it about one of them deciding to learn magic.  

Make sure your paragraphs are completely from one person’s point of view – we should be                   

feeling what they feel, seeing things the way they see them, angry for all the same reasons they 

are.  

And then write those paragraphs again – but this time from the other person’s point of view. 

Show us all the things we didn’t know the first time around. This is what really good multi-

POV books do! 

Amie Kaufman 
Amie Kaufman is a New York Times and internationally bestselling author of  
fantasy and science fiction, whose multi-award winning work is published in 
nearly thirty languages. You can come behind the scenes on her writing at 
amiekaufman.substack.com to learn what she’s working on next. 

The Isles of the Gods is out now and 

published by Rock the Boat/

OneWorld. It’s also available in the 

US, Australia, and coming soon in 

several other languages. 

Read our review on the   

next page  

PB 
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more reviews 

Thanks so much to all our                       
reviewers. If you’d like to write a 
review for our next issue, check 
out the details on our website:                 

www.Paperboundmag.com/submit 

Recent release 
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recent release 

Thieves’ gambit by Kayvion Lewis  

Reviewed by paperbound Magazine 

Thieves’  Gambit is a masterful addition to the YA thriller pantheon. 

Full of  tense scenes and awesome characters, and a complex world of  

thievery and family secrets, Ross Quest enters the Thieves’ Gambit in 

order to save her mother, competing with other master thieves to gain 

   the prize - a wish. 

 Thieves’  Gambit is a perfect book for fans of  The Inheritance Games and The  

Hunger Games, with cut-throat scenes making you question who Ross should trust 

and who she should take down. It’s also perfect for fans of  the enemies-to-lovers 

trope, as the book balances the tension of  the competition as well as the relationship 

between Ross and her arch nemesis. 

Thieves’ gambit is published by simon and Schuster and out now 
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recent release 

Recent release 

Grapefruit moon by shirley–anne mcmillan 

Reviewed by jayne leadbetter 

When Drew from the local council estate enrols into sixth form at 

Cooke’s Academy in Northern Ireland, he is initiated into the elite 

Steward’s Club. Despite disliking the manipulative, entitled                      

president of  the club, Adam, Drew stays, hoping to gain a                       

scholarship to uni. 

 Drew is secretly in love with Charlotte, but Adam has made it 

clear—Charlotte is his ex and out of  bounds. When Adam texts Charlotte 

intimate videos that he secretly recorded, her life is in turmoil. Meanwhile, Drew lets 

his lifelong friends from his council estate down and must work out what is more     

important, his friends, his scholarship, or helping Charlotte hold Adam accountable. 

 Told from both Charlotte and Drew’s perspectives, this novel deals with issues 

of  cybersexual abuse, bullying, themes of  power and social class, and gender                       

inequality. But above all Grapefruit Moon is a tender, subtle coming-of-age love story 

and confirms the power of  true friendship and trust. 

 Note: this book deals with mature issues and themes. 

Grapefruit moon is published by little island books and out now 

Recent release 

more reviews 
You can read an article from shirley on the PaperBound Blog: Www.paperboundmag.com 
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  Overemotional by David fenne 

    Reviewed by paperbound Magazine  

Hilarious and down-to-earth, Overemotional follows the adventures of                      

Steven, a seventeen-year-old with weird powers that do different things 

based on what mood he’s in, including exploding the brain of  a boy during 

their first kiss. 

 Having escaped to a sleepy seaside town, he thinks he’s keeping                        

 himself  hidden, but his friends won’t give up on him that easily. 

 The supporting cast are funny and have strong bonds with each other, with dia-

logue and action that makes them really feel like authentic teenagers. The sci-fi                     

element in an otherwise contemporary British setting is so different from other book 

releases this year, which boldly makes Overemotional stand out. 

overemotional is published by bonnier books and out now 

Recent release 

recent release 
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Can you find all 

the words in the 

wordsearch? 

 

1. dreamlike turns mouldy 
2. the feline quotes  

3. slow hoots intervened  

Don’t forget to unscramble the anagrams  

Clue: they are all book titles on our Curiosity bookshelf!  

Curious 

Inquisitive 

Cat 

Puzzle 

Mystery 

Quest 

Search 

Discovery 

Bizarre 

Intriguing  

Map 

Wonder 
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Curiosity Bans: A Palindrome  
by Sarah Steinbacher 

Sarah Steinbacher  

Sarah Steinbacher (she/they) is a disabled nonbinary author, 

poet, and instructor at The Writing Barn. She is a former                    

national curriculum writer with an Ed.D. in education. In 2023 

she was named a PB Rising Stars Honorable Mention and a #KidLitZombieWeek 

winner. Sarah lives in South Carolina USA with her husband, three children, 

three cats, and a tortoise. Her poems can also be found at The Dirigible Balloon, 

Tyger Tyger Magazine, Little Thoughts Press, and Paper Lanterns. Sarah is     

represented by Joyce Sweeney at The Seymour Agency.  

Follow Sarah on Twitter @SarahSteinbac11,                                                                             

on Instagram @SarahSteinbacherWrites, and on her blog at                                                          

https://sarahsteinbacherwrites.blogspot.com/  

New Writing 
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Children can’t be trusted 
For who could believe 
Kids know their own minds 
What children read must be carefully guarded 
Even if  some foolishly think 
Kids are inherently good and capable 
The reality is 
It’s an illusion 
Total control 
Is essential 
An understanding of  others 
Isn’t necessary 
A strict boundary 
Empowers children 
Knowledge 
Corrupts children 
A ban on inclusive books 
Is the answer 
For a free-thinking child 
 
People who ban books 
Don’t want 
Curious children 
 
 
(now read bottom up) 
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Could you tell us a little about 

your novel, This is How you Fall in 

Love, and the inspiration behind it?  

Of  course! This is How you Fall in 

Love, despite its title, is not a step-by-

step guide on how to fall in love but 

rather a story about friendship, family, 

and about following your own path. 

The book follows our protagonist,  

Zara, who is a rom-com fanatic 

through and through. She breathes 

romance—the only problem? She’s 

never had one herself ! And, when the 

opportunity presents itself  to be in a 

relationship, even if  it is a fake one 

with her best friend Adnan, Zara is 

hesitant with a capital H. But Zara 

then realises that it might just be what 

she needs to save her parents’                     

marriage, which hasn’t been the great-

est recently, and since they love 

Adnan and have been Zara and Adnan 

shippers since day one, Zara thinks 

We spoke to Anika Hussain all about      

romance and her YA debut,                           

This is How you Fall in Love! 

Author Interview 
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this might just be the thing to save them 

once and for all. At least for a little 

while. 

The story was inspired by some of  my 

own experiences of  fake-dating in sixth 

form but also because I wanted to tell a 

story, one which was inherently joyful 

and not trauma based, with South Asian 

main characters. I’ve read so many 

books with South Asian characters 

which are purely about something tragic 

or an arranged marriage and I wanted 

to change that narrative because there 

are so many stories with South Asians 

which are nothing like that. We have 

stories to tell that are fun and joyful, 

too!  

This is How you Fall in Love is such a 

fun read, full of complex characters 

who have such strong relationships 

with each other. Would you say writing 

characters is one of your favourite 

parts of writing? 

Absolutely. Whenever I start writing,                    

I always begin with my characters                  

and then build a plot around them. I’ve 

always been more fascinated with                   

characters and their actions rather than 

the situations they are put in. For me, 

characters either make or break a story 

so it’s really important to me to make 

them as three-dimensional and authentic 

as possible.  

You do such a good job subverting the 

‘Friends to Lovers’ trope in this book, 

and like Zara you seem to know                  

romance tropes really well. When did 

you first get into reading or watching 

romance?  

When I was little, my grandmother and 

I used to share a single bed together and 

we used to stay up late into the night 

telling stories as a way to tire my over-

active brain out. Since then, I’ve always 

loved stories.  

But I wasn’t always into reading and, in 

fact, most of  my teenage years was 

spent watching television instead. In a 

way, watching television was a way                    

for me to study characters and their               

relationships along with a way for me  

to analyse storylines. My love for                    

television somehow expanded to a love 

for reading and stories in general.  

My love for romance has always 

stemmed from the over-the-top story-

lines I watched on screen. I’ve always 

enjoyed watching two characters realize 

they were always meant to be but                  

having to go through a journey to find 

each other. For me, it’s all about the 

journey rather than the destination. 

“ 

” 
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If you, like Zara, were about to make 

a friend because of romance movies, 

which ones would you recommend to 

talk about? What are your favourite 

romance stories (incl. films/TV pro-

grammes too)? 

My favourite is probably John Tucker 

Must Die since it’s more than just 

about romance—it’s also about     

friendships. I think that’s a theme for 

me wherein I like romance films/

books which also tell stories about  

relationships that aren’t necessarily 

involved in the romance itself  but are 

on the peripheral, such as friendships 

or family relationships. 

Another film I will never stop recom-

mending is A Cinderella Story with 

Hilary Duff  and Chad Michael                

Murray. I can probably recite the 

monologue at the end by heart and the 

soundtrack is an absolute killer!  

When it comes to television, I am an 

absolute sucker for One Tree Hill, The 

Summer I Turned Pretty, and Never 

Have I Ever. 

The South West of England setting 

is so refreshing to see in UKYA.                 

Are you the sort of writer who     

likes  using material inspired by your 

lived experiences? The locations 

mentioned were so vivid.  

For sure. I like to visit the places I 

write about because, although I write 

fiction, I like there to be an element  

of  truth to my writing. I want my 

readers to be able to visit the places I 

write about and remember a scene out 

of  my books, possibly even imagine it 

happening right in front of  their eyes. 

Without spoilers, we gasped at the 

third-act twist. Yahya absolutely 

stole our hearts. With a genre that 

loves its tropes, how did you navigate 

weaving in fresh and shocking 

twists? 

This was so tricky for me because 

while I wanted a twist, I didn’t                   

want to change the narrative entirely. 

There is a reason why we love                   

romance stories—we know how 

they’re going to end! There’s a                 

comfort in knowing that the book you 

pick up will inherently follow the    

genre and satisfy you with the ending 

you want. At the same time, I love 

twists and I wanted to keep my                

readers on their toes. So, keeping 

those two factors in mind, I decided to 

try and weave in both my love for 

tropes and twists and gave my readers 

the ending they wanted but in a way 

that they necessarily wouldn’t expect.  

Did you ever think about writing 

from Adnan’s point of view too?  

I didn’t, actually. I wanted the focus  

to be on Zara and her story rather 

than Adnan’s story, but it would be 
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interesting to explore his story as well 

one day… never say never! 

 

 

Last cheeky question, but who is                   

your favourite (not necessarily roman-

tically) Adnan or Yahya?  

Ah, this is such a hard one! I absolutely 

love Adnan’s banter and pick-up lines, 

but I love how warm Yahya is and how 

he isn’t afraid to be himself—maybe 

that’s why I wrote in two loveable love 

interests, so I didn’t have to choose! But 

if  I really had to choose… I would 

choose Adnan any day. He’s the kind of  

friend you can rely on and will make 

your life interesting (in ways you would-

n’t necessarily want but know is good 

for your personal journey!). 

“ 

” 

 
Anika Hussain is a graduate of  Bath Spa MAWYP. Not having seen herself  in the books 
she read as a teenager, Anika writes angsty YA novels with South Asian characters at its 
focus. 
 
Born in Sweden, Anika now lives in Bristol but frequently returns to Sweden where she 
has made TV and radio appearances, speaking about the impact writing has had on her life, 
and her work with The Ministry of  Storytelling. 
 
When not writing, you can find Anika yelling at the telly about inconsistencies or listening 
to true-crime podcasts. She also loves corgis with a scary passion. 

This is How you Fall in Love 

is out now and published by 

Hot Key Books in the UK, and 

by Bloombury in the US (Feb 

24, hardback). A Polish                     

translation is coming soon.  

 

PB 



22     PaperBound Magazine  

 

O     nce there was a village full of  stories. Tales about the forest, legends about the 

lake and, most of  all, myths about the mountain that loomed over the stone  

cottages. 

 The villagers would gather in the inn to spin their tangled yarns. Ara the inn-

keeper’s daughter was a listener. She was curious about everyone and everything. But 

although she stored all their stories in her head, she never said a word.  

 Her older sister Una was a fighter. ‘One day, there will be stories about me,’ she 

said, stringing her bow as she prepared to go hunting in the forest. 

 Their Pa was a dreamer. He locked every spare penny in a wooden chest, and 

dreamed of  turning copper into silver and gold.  

 When Ara was serving in the inn, she lingered longest at the table of  Frey the 

shepherd. Some of  his stories were funny. ‘The Mountain Spirit comes in the dark 

and takes what it finds. So don’t leave your washing out overnight or the Spirit will 

steal your underwear!’ 

 Others made Ara gasp. ‘Once the Spirit took Old Tew’s goat. Tew said the  

Spirit had “eyes like fire”, and the goat was never seen again.’ 

 Ara’s favourite story began, ‘If  you climb to the peak on a moonlit night, the 

Spirit will offer you a bargain …’ 

 Frey said the Spirit would reveal the Secret of  the Mountain if  you gave it half  

of  everything you had. The price was high, but Ara was desperate to know the  

Secret. Curiosity burned inside her like the Spirit’s blazing eyes.  

 One day, Pa closed the inn early. Ara fetched him a jug of  ale. Una asked, ‘Are 

you ill?’ 

 He said simply, ‘I can wait no longer.’ 

 That night, Ara woke when Una shook her arm. ‘Pa is gone. We must go after 

him.’ 

New wr it ing  

by Amy Chandler 
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 Oddly shaped thoughts crowded inside Ara’s head – spiky questions and twisted 

worries. But no words passed her lips. Instead, she put on her warmest cloak while 

Una fetched her bow. 

 Clouds smothered the moon, but Ara knew the rough stones beneath her feet 

well. This was the track that led to the mountain. Although she slipped on the shale, 

she was glad of  the darkness because it hid them from the Spirit. But as they 

reached the snowy peak, the clouds thinned and the moonlight broke through.  

 There was Pa straining to hold up the wooden chest. The sisters crouched be-

hind a rock to watch. 

 ‘Spirit,’ Pa said, ‘won’t you tell me your Secret?’ 

 Ara had not realised that Pa shared her burning desire to know the Secret. She 

understood his curiosity, but she still feared he was making a mistake. 

 Bracing the chest against his body, Pa opened the lid. ‘Here is half  of  every-

thing.’ 

 Eyes like hot coals glowed in the gloom, and a hurricane voice said, ‘No, it is 

not.’ 

 Pa opened the lid of  the chest wider, letting the coins glint in the moonlight. 

‘This would be enough to buy my inn. If  I give it to you, the inn will be all I have 

left. So this is half. It must be. I counted it twice.’ 

 ‘The price is half  of  everything.’ 

  ‘I have nothing else, except …’ Pa paused, his arms shaking with the weight of  

the chest. ‘No, you can’t mean my girls.’ He shut the lid. ‘I should not have come.’ 

 ‘The bargain has been made,’ said the Spirit.  

 Pa tried to turn away but tripped. As he fell, the chest opened and tumbled to 

the ground. Copper, silver and gold coins stained the mountainside, but they were 

soon swallowed by the snow. 

 ‘I will take one daughter,’ said the Spirit. ‘Which one is up to you.’ 

 Pa was on his hands and knees. ‘You can’t. They’re safe at home in …’ But he did 

not finish the sentence because the ground shook. The rock the sisters were hiding 

behind trembled and cracked in two. 

 Quickly, Una lifted her bow, but what good was a bow against a Spirit? 

 Ara’s thoughts narrowed, becoming as sharp as Una’s arrows. She had to do 

something to help her father, to stop her sister from getting in a fight she could not 
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win. Throwing off  her heavy cloak, Ara ran past Una and Pa. She stopped only when 

the Spirit’s smouldering eyes were as big as her head.  

 ‘I …’ 

 ‘What do you have to say?’ 

 Ara faltered. Was the Spirit right to doubt her? What could she say? Fingers of  

darkness closed around her, lifting her up, blocking out Una and Pa. Soon, she would 

be as lost as Old Tew’s goat. 

 Her thoughts came and went like ripples on the lake. But finally, she found the 

courage to speak. ‘Spirit, I offer you a new bargain.’ 

 Laughter boomed like thunder. ‘You, girl, have nothing, and half  of  nothing is 

useless to me.’ 

 But Ara searched inside herself  and found she had something to give after all. ‘I 

have stories, and stories are the whole world.’ 

 The eyes glowed a little brighter. 

 So Ara began. ‘In the village, they say, “Don’t leave your washing out or the 

Spirit will steal your underwear!”’ 

 The darkness gripped her more tightly. Perhaps the Spirit did not like that  

story. 

 She tried again. ‘Once the Spirit took Old Tew’s goat. All he could remember 

were fiery eyes, and the goat was never seen again.’ 

 Laughter rumbled. ‘Another.’ 

 Ara told stories about how the mountains were made and the spirits came to be. 

About the lake flooding and the villagers building the dam. About the oldest oak 

and the youngest lamb. About the great and the small, the mighty and the power-

less. 

 ‘Do not stop,’ the Spirit commanded. 

 Ara talked until she had run out of  stories and had to invent new ones. She 

spoke of  foolish fathers and brave sisters, and a village where anyone could have a 

voice. She continued until her mouth was dry and her chest ached, and still the Spir-

it called for ‘More!’ 

 She was very tired, and her thoughts were taking on the spiny, crooked shape of  

anger. So she said, ‘Once there was a girl who made a bargain with the Mountain 

Spirit, but the Spirit broke its promise.’ 
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Amy lives in London and writes for children and adults. In fact her brain is 

constantly swirling with words. Her poetry has recently been published on 

The Dirigible Balloon website.  

 The darkness swirled, tossing Ara this way and that. A voice like whipping wind 

said, ‘The price has not been paid.’ 

 Ara cried out through the wind and the snow, ‘There are more stories than stars 

in the sky, than drops of  water in the sea. As long as there are people, stories will 

never run out. So I cannot pay your price. Half  of  nothing may be useless, but half  

of  everything is impossible.’ 

 The churning air stilled and Ara plummeted into a snow drift. The snow glowed 

white as the darkness lifted.  

 Raising her head, she gazed once more into the dazzling red eyes. ‘Ara the inn-

keeper’s daughter, I accept your payment. I will tell you and only you the Secret of  

the Mountain …’ 

 The sun was high in the sky when Ara found Pa and Una clutching each other 

tightly on the steep, stony path. At the sight of  her, their sobbing turned to tears of  

happiness. 

 Together, they returned to the inn. Life was the same as before, except that the 

village was even more full of  stories, and everyone wanted to hear Ara tell them.  

 But whenever she told the tale of  Ara and the Mountain, she always stopped  

before the end. The villagers begged her to reveal the Secret. Usually, she would  

only smile. But occasionally, she would take one person aside and whisper, ‘I will tell 

you and only you …’ 

 To Pa, she said, ‘Money isn’t everything. Learn to live with joy.’ 

 To Una, she said, ‘Winning isn’t everything. Learn to let go.’ 

 And to Frey the shepherd, she said, ‘Stories are everything. Won’t you tell me 

another?’ 

Twitter / X: @A_M_Chandler 

Amy chandler  
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The Thing About Lemons is such a                   

striking title which we absolutely love! 

Can you tell us a little more about the 

book? 

Thank you! The Thing About Lemons is 

about a girl called Ori who makes the 

mistake of  kissing her BFF’s boyfriend 

and experiencing the knock-on effect that 

moment has. Her friends turn their backs 

on her and all her fun summer plans get 

cancelled. Instead she’s forced to go on a 

road trip with her estranged grandad to 

his house in the French countryside. 

While Ori wishes she could turn back 

time, her mum assures her that when life 

gives you lemons (or in this case, when 

you chuck a lemon at yourself), the best 

thing to do is to make lemonade… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your main character, Ori, is very                        

relatable and we really rooted for her, 

despite her flaws. Was it fun to write 

her as a character? 

Yes, I loved writing her! She has a dry 

sense of  humour and finds most adults 

Tasha Harrison chatted to us all about her YA    

novel, The Thing About Lemons. 

Author Interview 
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fairly irritating! But inside she just wants 

to be loved like everybody else. She beats 

herself  up big time for betraying her best 

friend, and it’s only thanks to spending 

time with her grandad and great aunt that 

she eventually learns to forgive herself. I 

really wanted to explore the subject of  

making mistakes, self-loathing and                        

self-forgiveness, as I think it’s something 

we all battle with, even if  we’re not aware 

of  it. I want young people to know it’s 

OK to make mistakes, and that messing up 

and doing the wrong 

thing doesn’t make 

you a bad person. 

We’re all flawed,                    

human and a work-in-

progress, whether 

we’re 16 or 86. 

 

We love stories that 

show the ups and downs of grandchild-

grandparent bonds. Did any other sto-

ries, or media, inspire you to include this 

theme in The Thing About Lemons? 

The inspiration for inter-generational 

family relationships in The Thing About 

Lemons came from my own family. Odette 

is loosely based on my elderly second 

cousin who lives in France and takes in 

stray cats and dogs, while Claude is a 

mash-up of  different relatives rolled into 

one! Before the pandemic when we last 

visited my elderly cousin before driving 

further south for a holiday, I wondered 

what it would be like if  she joined us on 

our family road trip with our teenage 

daughters. She isn’t one to sugar-coat her 

opinions, so I started to imagine some 

very amusing conversations and                            

arguments that could arise between                            

different family members if  we were all 

cooped up in a car together for a few days. 

I also borrowed from my own teenage   

diaries to help develop Ori’s character. 

 

This book has been praised as a summer 

read perfect for fans of To All The 

Boys I Loved Before and The Kissing 

Booth. Do you think 

that contemporary 

rom-com stories in YA 

are set to get even 

more popular? 

I’ve got the feeling 

they are! And it’s 

great to see more 

LGBTQ+ contempo-

rary romcoms being published, too. We all 

need more love and more laughs in our 

lives! 

 

This book is based largely in France. Did 

you ever think of setting it anywhere 

else, and did you have to do a lot of  

research in terms of writing place? 

I didn’t have to do much research as we 

go on a family road trip to France most 

years and usually visit my relative while 

we’re there. The village of  Frenac is                

fictional, but it’s inspired by lots of  other 

places including Montignac near the           

Dordogne and Sommieres near Nimes. 

We’re all flawed, 

human and a work-in-

progress, whether 

we’re 16 or 86. 

“ 

” 
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Claude’s music studio/performance space 

is inspired by my uncle’s studio, which is 

actually based in Germany, not France! 

 

This is your debut book for YA, while you 

have also written for middle-grade 

readers. Can you tell us what might be 

next for your writing? 

I’m happy to stay with YA for the time    

being and contemporary comedy is what 

comes most naturally to me. I’m writing 

another YA romcom at the moment, this 

time set in Australia. And I’ve got another 

idea that’s starting to percolate in the back 

of  my mind about a holiday romance that 

happens on a teenager’s last family                   

holiday… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tasha’s Writing Prompt 

Your protagonist makes a big 

mistake – one that’s going to 

have some pretty                            

uncomfortable consequences 

for them. How did they mess 

up and how are they going to 

handle the fall-out? 

Tasha Harrison 

Tasha Harrison is the author of  YA romcom The Thing About Lemons and mid-

dle grade comedy Clementine Florentine. A former sub-editor and copywriter, 

she has an incurable weakness for puns, rhymes and alliteration. She lives in 

Brighton with her family and food-obsessed Labrador. 

The Thing About Lemons is published by UCLan                              

Publishing and is available now in the UK and out                       

soon in Australia.  

PB 
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Lauri C. Meyers’ poetry for children and zombies has been 

published or is forthcoming in Highlights High Five, Ember, 

Little Thoughts Press, and others. When she’s not writing, 

she can be found giving tummy rubs to her Shih Tzu or domi-

nating at Yahtzee with her family in New Jersey.  

She chats about poetry, squirrels, and other nonsense at 

www.laurimeyers.com and @laurimeyers (Twitter/ X).  

by Lauri C. Meyers 

Lauri C. Meyers 

New Writing 
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Picking a date for the dance can be tough. 

Lucas—all muscles—brawny and buff. 

Brayden is moody; his feelings are deep. 

Tyler is rich, and limos aren’t cheap. 

Ashley appreciates classical arts. 

Joey is funny, but jokes about farts.   

Kai has the rhythm to rock the dance floor. 

Greg is athletic, he’ll shoot and he’ll score. 

Then there’s the guy in the library stall… 

He thinks that you’re cute but he’s too shy to call. 

Christopher aces his tests without sweat, 

Studies new facts that he’ll never forget.  

Look past his pimples and dated attire, 

He knows all the answers… that boy is on fire.  

A zombie’s decision is quick to explain: 

Say yes to the date with the juiciest brain.  
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The Black Air is a YA novel steeped in         

mystery and obsession, with the theme of 

witchcraft at its heart. Can you tell us a 

little more about the book, and what 

made you decide to write it?  

The Black Air is about Cate, Tawny and   

Bryony – three girls living in a remote                

village, overshadowed by a gruesome legend 

and ancient superstitions. The legend of  the 

Long Byrne witches has haunted the village 

for 400 years and is a part of  everyone’s 

psyche, especially Cate’s. She can’t get 

enough of  the old tales. But when beautiful, 

serene Bryony Hollingworth arrives at 

school, the whole of  Long Byrne starts 

talking. Who is she? And why has she              

mysteriously arrived just before the                       

anniversary of  the legendary witches’ 

deaths? This is a story about obsession, 

mental health, disordered eating, the                       

supernatural and the lengths that teenage 

girls will go to for the sake of  all consum-

ing friendships. I’ve been a fan of  witchy 

YA for a very long time and had the idea for 

the book around the time of  the 400-year 

anniversary of  the infamous Pendle Witch 

trials in 2012. As a practising witch myself, 

I became a bit obsessed with the legends 

and wanted to know more about the                       

personal stories of  those who were killed in 

Lancaster all those years ago. What if  they 

could come back now in the present day? 

What would they say and, more important-

ly, how would they get their revenge? 

We spoke to author, Jennifer Lane, about the                    

important issues and inspiration behind her YA novel, 

The Black Air.  

Author Interview 
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This book is packed with powerful                 

emotion that, at times, felt very raw to 

us as readers. Did you base any                        

characters, or what they go through in 

the novel, from your own experiences?  

I feel like a lot of  young adults can relate 

to the strong emotions in the book –                 

navigating deep friendships, sexuality and 

new relationships in an intensely                         

claustrophobic school environment can 

bring out seemingly uncontrollable                  

emotions; something I definitely remember 

from my time at high school! However, the 

main character Cate is dealing with other 

issues that are very closely related to my 

own experience. While writing The Black 

Air, I was going through a period of  poor 

mental health and disordered eating. I 

poured a lot of  my direct experience into 

Cate and I found writing the book so                   

cathartic as a result. For me, writing was 

such a powerful tool to help me process 

what was happening in my real life and led 

me to getting the right help I needed to           

recover. 

 

We absolutely love witchy stories here at 

PaperBound. Do you have any particular 

favourites when it comes to recommend-

ing other books/media? 

Absolutely! I grew up on Charmed, Buffy the 

Vampire Slayer and The Craft and have lost 

count of  how many witchy books I have on 

my shelves. At the moment, I’m reading the 

Three Dark Crowns series by Kendare Blake 

about three sisters with magical gifts who 

must kill one another to become queen and 

fulfil a very dark prophecy. I also love 

Adalyn Grace’s Belladonna. While this isn’t 

witchy per se, it’s filled with magic, potions 

and otherworldly beings. But for me, the 

ultimate witchy series is Wicca by Cate 

Tiernan – I fell in love with it back in the 

early 2000s when I was first discovering 

my own witchcraft path and I love it just as 

much, if  not more, when I reread it today. 

 

There are so many important themes in 

this book, from the power of female 

friendships to mental health, grief, and 

trauma. Did these themes come into the 

novel as you wrote it, or did you always 

know that you wanted to include them? 

I started writing The Black Air a few years 

ago and I don’t think the world was ready 

for such stark conversations about mental 

health back then. There was still so much 

stigma but I think we’ve come a long way. I 

knew that I wanted to write about how 

grief  and trauma can stay tied to an area 

when something awful has happened there 

and mental health has always been an                

important theme in my writing. The plot 

and the experiences that Cate, Tawny and 

Bryony go through came out naturally in 

my writing as their friendship grew more 

    For me, writing was such 

a powerful tool to help me 

process what was happening 

in my real life... 

“ 

” 
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intense. They go through so much over the 

course of  one book, it really felt important 

to explore these themes, even if  it takes us 

on a darker journey than we might first     

expect. 

 

Did you always know you wanted to                 

become an author, and do you have any 

tips or advice for aspiring writers? 

I always loved creative writing at home and 

in school but, as with many millennial                  

authors, I think the first time I knew I 

wanted to be an author was when I fell in 

love with the Harry Potter series. Those 

books shaped my childhood and reading 

was all I wanted to do – if  I can write                

stories that inspire such dedication and 

heartfelt joy in others then I will be                         

incredibly happy. My advice for aspiring 

writers would be to read, read, read as 

widely as you can. You may know you want  

 

to write in a certain genre (be it coming-of-

age, horror or comedy) but you may be     

surprised at what style tips and beautiful 

metaphors you can pick up when reading 

other genres too. Also, follow your                          

favourite authors online – this will give you 

a good idea of  what ‘the life of  an author’ 

is really like and might give you insights 

into the publishing industry as a whole. 

 

We can’t wait to read what you write 

next. Can you tell us about anything else 

you’re currently working on?  

There’s a lot going on right now! I have a 

children’s/middle-grade novel out with 

UCLan Publishing in early 2024 all around 

the power of  imaginary friends and                          

unexpected friendships (it’s yet to be                    

announced so you heard it here first!). I’m 

also working on my third adult non-fiction 

book with September Publishing – Under-

wing: In search of  the witch’s familiar and oth-

er magical creatures is out in October 2024. 

Jennifer’s Writing Prompt 

Write about walking into a building where you can feel its                 

history. How does the building make you feel? What is the                  

temperature? What can you smell? Are there any strange                   

artefacts there? Do you know the story of what really                            

happened inside? 

PB 

The Black Air is published by UCLan                     

Publishing and available now! 

Jennifer Lane 
 
Jennifer discovered the legend of the Pendle witches at a young age while exploring the moors of                        
Lancashire and became fascinated by all things mystical. Her first book, The Wheel: A Witch’s Path Back to 
the Ancient Self, on her journey to reconnect with nature and Paganism, was published by September                      
Publishing in October 2021. In June 2018, she won a Northern Writers’ Award for her children’s fiction 
which looks at destigmatising mental health issues for a younger audience.  
 
Jennifer is now a Reiki healer and practising witch. She has a varied career in magazine publishing and 
now writes and edits environmental content to encourage people to explore the great outdoors. Follow 
Jennifer on Instagram: @thegreenwitchwriter 
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Printable CURIOSITY 

Writing prompts 

PaperBound Printable Writing Prompts 

Cut up the characters below and pop them in an envelope.                                 

Do the same with the objects.                                                                                 

Pick one at random from each envelope and create a story using the 

figure you choose, and the object, that you have selected.  

What weird and wonderful stories will you create?  



36     PaperBound Magazine  

 

 

Printable  

Writing prompts 

Using inspiration from the image above, try to think of  a story and start 

writing. See where it takes you.  

Where is this character going? How far have they travelled? Are they                      

going somewhere familiar, or is this somewhere completely new?! 

We’d love to read what you come up with so send them along to                                        

paperboundmagazine@outlook.com.   

You can read more about Shirley on page 56. 

PaperBound Printable Writing Prompts 

Wonderful illustrator Shirley Shelby shared this curiosity                         

illustration with us, which we think works beautifully as a writing 

prompt! 
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Printable  

Writing prompts 
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PaperBound Printable Writing Prompts 

What stories are unfolding on the following page in this                            

intriguing curiosity illustration from Lara Porter? 

 

Choose one character from the main image as inspiration, and see what stories 

spill onto the page.  

You could choose the child, the dog, the room full of  adults, the cat ... Can you 

think of  any more characters to include? 

We’d love to read what you come up with so send them along to                                        

paperboundmagazine@outlook.com.   
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Could you introduce your novel, How 

Far We’ve Come? 

The novel is about a teenage girl                         

enslaved on a plantation in the 19th                 

century who time-travels to our present 

day!  Here Obah, the protagonist,                      

explores and compares how black                    

people’s lives have improved but also 

spots where there’s still room for                     

improvement in race relations.  It’s a 

probing look at our culture today 

through the eyes of  the past – what is 

the legacy of  slavery?  But it’s also a 

commentary on what is important in 

life, is it just home comforts or is it                  

belonging, community and higher                   

purpose? 

 

 

 

 

 

The novel has such an original                    

concept, with important themes. Could 

you tell us a little about where the 

idea came from, and more about the 

inspiration behind it? 

The idea originally came from a picture 

in my mind I had about a slave girl                 

having an unlikely friendship with a 

Author Joyce Efia Harmer spoke to us about the inspiration 

behind her debut novel, How Far We’ve Come. 

Author Interview 
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white child.  As I wrote, the exploration 

of  race relations became a natural focus.  

After the death of  George Floyd in 

2020 it got me thinking about how far 

we’ve come and what a girl on a                      

plantation would make of  how much 

progress there had been. My favourite 

genres are historical fiction and science 

fiction – specifically time-travel so it 

was such a joy to be able to play around 

in these two worlds.   

The book is              

written in such a 

beautiful and 

unique way, and 

Obah has such 

a strong voice 

throughout. Did 

you face any     

challenges when writing the book, 

and do you have any advice for writers 

developing their own style and char-

acter voice? 

Thank you!  I think that I really wanted 

Obah to sound like Obah, so I resisted 

the temptation to write in the third   

person and created her voice in the first 

person, present tense – this felt much 

more immediate.  She was telling the 

story in her own words rather than 

through mine.  There were lots of   

challenges!  I had to constantly be 

mindful of  her vernacular and keep her 

sounding herself  even when a different 

word might have been an easier choice! 

Her use of  pronouns and articles is very 

fluid too – I had to rely on my gut in-

stinct a lot.  As for advice, I think gut 

instinct is a strong one.  Listen to it and 

be yourself, don’t try to copy anyone 

else.  You’ll find your own style.  

Did you have to do a lot of research 

for this book? How did you find this 

process? Did you find anything surpris-

ing, or anything difficult to research? 

I carried out lots and lots of  extensive       

research!  I read lots of  journals and                     

academic papers on life on a plantation, 

the clothing, food, 

medicines, working 

conditions, cultural 

traditions they had.  I 

went to the                         

International Slavery 

Museum in Liverpool 

and the National    

Museum of  African-

American History and Culture in    

Washington DC. I even visited Colonial 

Williamsburg in Virginia which is a  

living museum depicting life in the 18th 

century, this helped me with                                 

descriptions of  the interiors at the Big 

House and the clothing of  the ruling 

classes. I visited the slave fort in Cape 

Coast Castle, Ghana. I watched                           

historical documentaries... I really             

wanted the reader to feel that they had 

gone back in time to see, smell, feel and 

hear what life was like.  It was a very 

emotional experience. 

I can share with you that Obah/                     

Orrinda really existed!  Her name was 

taken from a real manifest at Codring-

ton Plantation in 1741, which listed 

names the slaves were given – their 

‘Christian’ name and their ‘plantation’ 

As for advice, I think gut 

instinct is a strong one.  

Listen to it and be yourself, 

don’t try to copy anyone else.  

“ 
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name!  When I saw her name, I                    

knew she was from Ghana and I was 

surprised at how so many names were 

Ghanaian in origin.    

How Far We’ve Come is your debut                

novel. Could you share a little about 

your writing journey, and your journey 

to publication? 

I have been writing for as long as I can 

remember, it is the love of  my life.  But 

I was always too busy with work and 

family commitments to dedicate the 

time it takes to craft a novel.  I got a 

place on a wonderful scheme called 

Megaphone run by Leila Rasheed where 

she mentored me for a year to give me 

the guidance I needed to create a first 

draft.  I was really lucky.  It allowed me 

to take my writing seriously. After a few 

hiccups and several drafts later, I landed 

my agent at Darley Anderson and we 

sold it to Simon and Schuster where I 

got lucky again with an incredible team 

to support me with fine tuning the               

novel into something really special.  

What would be your top 3 tips for any 

aspiring young writers? 

Ok, so top tip 1: Find support. Writing 

is a solitary occupation, and that’s     

beautiful, and wonderful, and necessary.  

But when you’re starting out, it can be 

scary.  See if  you can find a writing 

class where you can meet others                 

working on their writing and that will 

help you to keep going down the long 

road when it feels too lonely to travel.  

2. Write every day.  Even for five 

minutes.  It’s so easy to find excuses not 

to get any writing, but you have to treat 

it like a job if  you want it to be your job.   

3.  Write about what your gut tells you 

to write. The book you’d want to read. 

Don’t try to follow a trend or genre you 

have no interest in.  Readers can tell if  

your heart and soul’s not in it.  

Joyce’s Writing Prompt 

Ok!  Let’s do a gory one! 

You blink your eyes open to find you 

are lying on a straw floor in a farm 

barn. You are dressed in rags and 

there are mice nibbling at your sore 

feet.  Looking down at your hands 

you notice they are covered in blood... 

You have no idea what happened or 

how you got here.  Write a                

paragraph exploring your emotions at 

finding yourself  in this situation. 

Joyce Efia Harmer   

Joyce has taught English in Italy and       

Australia and more recently in a busy 

London comprehensive. In 2016 Joyce was 

selected as one of  six to take part in the 

Megaphone Writers' Scheme to                 

support diverse voices in literature. In 

2017 she was selected as a finalist in                     

Penguin's WriteNow scheme. She lives in 

London with her husband, two sons and a 

Havanese puppy. HOW FAR WE’VE 

COME is her debut novel. You can find 

Joyce Efia Harmer on Instagram and 

Twitter @joyceefia.  More details at 

joyceefiaharmer.com  

PB 

How Far We’ve Come is out now and published                           

by Simon and Schuster. You can read our review in the 

Summer 2023 issue of PaperBound.  
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  ll my life, I’ve been a spiky girl. I’ve felt 

like I’m too much.  

 I was an intense, introverted child 

with an inch-long fuse, and a perilously 

moody teenager who wanted to burn the 

world down approximately sixteen times 

a day. Then, in my twenties, the more I 

learned about the world, the angrier I 

felt. Everything was so broken, and the 

people in power didn’t care. 

 Even now, as a thirty-something, 

rage is an ever-burning candle in my 

chest, fierce words licking up my throat 

whenever something frustrates or hurts 

me. I’m always getting in trouble for              

reacting with too much speed, too much 

heat, in situations where others would 

probably manage to keep their cool. 

And for so long, I felt so much shame for 

it. Until I started writing my sapphic 

dark academia retellings that placed 

spiky girls front and centre, and some-

thing inside me started to heal. 

 The Society for Soulless Girls was 

dedicated ‘to the girls who were born 

angry’, while Every Exquisite Thing was 

dedicated ‘to the girls who were born 

hungry’. Both of  those states, anger and 

hunger, have negative connotations. 

They imply angst, turmoil, conflict, 

pain, the need to suppress, suppress, 

suppress.  

 But really they’re the most natural 

things in the world. Simply put, they 

keep us alive.  

 

a  

 

     On  writing   
w i t h  YA  A u t h o r   

Guest  art i cle 

 laura  
   ste ven  
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  et’s start with anger. Girls and women 

have been shamed for our anger for 

thousands of  years. We’ve been burned 

at the stake as witches, demonically     

exorcised in front of  jeering mobs, 

electrified and lobotomised in asylums. 

There’s nothing the patriarchy fears 

more than an angry woman, because an 

angry woman has agency. An angry 

woman can push society towards 

change. Anger is often the most power-

ful political tool we have. 

 One of  my favourite quotes from 

The Society for Soulless Girls is:  

‘Anger left to run free is like wildfire,            

indiscriminate in its destruction. But if  

you learn to tame it, to position it, to 

take aim with it? Then it becomes a  

candle. And what is the candle but one 

of  humanity’s greatest assets? It 

warms, it nourishes. It shines a light in 

the darkest of  places, and illuminates 

the path forward.’ 

 And yet as girls and women, anger 

is considered an ugly emotion. From a 

young age, we’re taught to be placid 

and compliant. We’re never encouraged 

to play fight as kids, the way boys are. 

As teenagers, a boy who punches his 

friend in an argument is just frustrated; 

a girl who does the same is feral.  

 Our anger is constantly forced 

downwards, away from our mouths and 

fists, pressed deep into our bellies, a                      

pressure valve with no release. And we 

wonder why it so often spills over. We 

wonder why we feel so evil when it 

does. 

 We aren’t taught how to channel 

that anger into a force for good, for 

change, for progress. A narrative                 

journey I’ll never be able to get enough 

of  is a spiky girl learning where her 

own lines are, figuring out the hard way 

that lashing out in the wrong direction 

will only cause more hurt, learning and 

growing and healing enough to use it, 

and use it well.  

  

 

Then there’s                      

hunger, which I               

dive deep into in 

Every Exquisite 

Thing (an enemies-

to-lovers reimagin-

ing of  Dorian Gray,                     

hunger  

anger  

L  
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inspired by Black Swan). Hunger is an 

essential primal signal that we need to 

eat in order to survive. So why do girls 

and women feel so much shame 

around this very normal human thing? 

Why do we feel guilty for embracing 

and honouring that hunger? Why does 

it make us feel feral – that word again,              

violent and desperate and out of               

control – when we finally indulge it? 

Why do we feel so much pressure to 

shrink ourselves, to be more meek and 

palatable and frail?  

 Spiky girls exist in direct                          

defiance of  that idea. When spiky 

girls try to fit inside smaller boxes, 

they detonate. And so if  being angry 

and hungry makes me spiky, so be                  

it. Frankly, I can’t imagine writing                    

unspiky girls. Spiky girls are                       

complicated and misunderstood, rich 

seams to mine, the perfect source of  

conflict, fertile ground for emotional 

healing. (They’re also often                              

undiagnosed neurodivergent girls, but 

that’s a topic for another day.)  

Laura steven 

You can find her on Instagram at 

@laurasteven and TikTok at 

@authorlaurasteven. 

Laura Steven is an award-winning author from the northernmost town in England. She 

has published several books for young adults – her recent dark academia titles include 

sapphic TikTok hit The Society For Soulless Girls, a feminist horror retelling of  Jekyll & 

Hyde, and Every Exquisite Thing, which                             

explores beauty standards and body image. 

 Her debut novel The Exact Opposite Of  

Okay won the inaugural Comedy Women In 

Print Prize in 2019, while The Love Hypothesis 

was optioned for TV by an Emmy-winning 

team. 

 Her books have been widely translated, 

and her work has appeared in The i Paper, The 

Guardian and Buzzfeed. 

Every Exquisite Thing is 

out now and published by 

Electric Monkey 

PB 
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more reviews 

Recent release 

The destiny of minou moonshine by gita ralleigh  

Reviewed by Laura jones 

The Destiny of  Minou Moonshine is an absorbing tale of  identity and 

friendship, tyranny and freedom set in the mystic world of  Indica, an   

alternate colonial depiction of  India. 

 Finding herself  alone after a deadly event, Minou joins the ranks of  

the Green Orchids, a band of  ragtag rebels seeking to overthrow the 

city’s oppressive General. Guided by the spirit of  the Dark Lady, Minou’s 

quest to uncover an important secret takes her high into the sky and deep 

into the jungle, armed only with a map and a mechanical elephant! 

 This captivating adventure finds its strength not only in the fierce determination 

and bravery of  its heroine, but also in Ralleigh’s fantastic worldbuilding. From the lush 

green of  the jungle to the vast grey walls of  the General’s formidable fortress, the     

vivid imagery makes it easy for readers to feel as if  they are accompanying Minou on her 

quest to restore ancient traditions to the queendom of  Moonlally. 

 Ralleigh’s gift for poetry also shines strong in the haunting prayers and rituals that 

become so important to Minou as she uncovers her own past and discovers the magic of  

her future. Perfect for fans of  Jasbinder Bilan, Sophie Anderson and Vashti Hardy, Ral-

leigh’s stunning debut children’s novel is destined to become a classic and is a must-read. 

The destiny of minou moonshine is published by zephyr and out now 

Reader favourite 
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Adia kelbara and the circle of shamans                             

by isi hendrix 

Reviewed by laura jones 

Adia Kelbara and the Circle of  Shamans, the first book in the                    

Children Who Come and Go trilogy, is a story of  magical realms, 

mysterious powers and unknown destinies.   

 When 12-year-old orphan Adia Kelbara accidentally destroys 

her village, she flees to take up an apprenticeship in the kitchens of  the Academy of  

Shamans, believing herself  to be an evil ogbanje. Once at the Academy, Adia quickly 

realises all is not as it seems when she overhears a secret that could change the world 

as she knows it forever. With the help of  unlikely allies, Adia must learn to harness 

her mysterious powers, embrace her destiny and save her kingdom. 

 A thrilling debut from author Isi Hendrix, Adia’s story is both authentic and 

compelling – perhaps no surprise, given that it is inspired by Hendrix’s own experi-

ence of  working with shamanic tribes in the Amazon and Gabonese rainforests. From 

the haunting world of  the Horrorbeyond to the claustrophobic Swamplands, Adia’s 

story is fast-paced, imaginative and has strong messages of  self-belief, discovery and 

friendship which will inspire readers. 

 This book is perfect for fans of  fantasy titles such as Nevermoor, Amari and the 

Night Brothers and the Percy Jackson series. Jam-packed with magic, powerful gods 

and goddesses and mysterious worlds, Adia Kelbara and the Circle of  Shamans won’t 

disappoint. 

Adia kelbara and the circle of shamans is published by usborne and out now 

Reader review 

Thanks so much to our reviewers! 

If you’d like to write a review for our next issue, check 
out the details on our website:                 

www.Paperboundmag.com/submit 
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Could you tell us a little about your 
new novel, Nine Liars?  

Stevie Bell and her friends have been                   

invited to do a week’s study abroad in 

London at the invitation of  her                       

boyfriend, David. The head of  their 

school allows them to go on the provision 

that they stick to their schedule and                   

absolutely do not get involved with any 

cold cases. That’s fine by Stevie—for 

once, she’s not interested in that. She 

wants to see London and make out. But 

as soon as she arrives, she meets one of  

David’s new friends, a girl named Izzy. 

Izzy has a story to tell about something 

that happened in 1995. Izzy’s aunt was 

part of  Cambridge students who formed 

a sketch comedy group called The Nine. 

They also lived together and were each 

other’s best friends. Days after graduat-

ing, The Nine went to a country house 

owned by one of  their families to have a 

week-long send off  party. On arrival, 

much champagne was consumed. While a 

storm raged outside, they proceeded to 

have a drunken game of  hide and seek. 

All nine ran out into the rain, bottles of  

champagne in hand. Only seven came 

back in. In the morning, the bodies of  the 

missing two are found in the woodshed, 

murdered with an axe. The murders were 

thought to be part of  a burglary gone 

wrong.  

Izzy’s aunt was one of  The Nine, and she 

recently had surgery. While on painkill-

ers, she started talking about the killings, 

and revealed that she knew more about 

what happened that night. This was no 

burglary. Izzy convinces Stevie to meet 

her aunt and hear the story. Little do 

they all know that this will set off  a                           

series of  events. Stevie and her friends 

have a week to figure out what happened 

with the axe in the woodshed in 1995—

and also to solve a present-day disappear-

ance—all while convincing the head of  

their school that they are doing a week 

of  study aboard and absolutely nothing 

else. Definitely not solving a cold case. 

 

We are huge fans of the Stevie Bell 
mysteries here at PaperBound. Can you 
share a little about what inspired you 
to write them? 

As a kid, I was a lover of  detective                    

mysteries. When I say lover, I mean an 

obsessive fan. I set out to make a                           

detective—one that could then appear in 

various mysteries, working on different 

cases. I have dreamed of  fictional                   
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detectives all my life! That’s how Stevie 

Bell was born. She is my detective.  

 

 

The crime in your new novel occurs in 
England in the 1990s. How do you choose 
the locations and eras for your crimes/ 
books? 

Shorter answer: vibes. 

Longer answer: crimes used to be                          

investigated differently. There were                   

different ways of  handling scenes and     

evidence. (In some cases, it seems like the 

goal was to get as many people into the 

scene as possible, make sure they touched 

everything—really get that scene good 

and messy. Hand out clues as souvenirs. 

Take selfies. Just really enjoy the space. 

“You like that ashtray with the blood on 

it, Jim? Take it home!”) No one has their 

own DNA lab, so no amateur sleuth is    

going to solve a case that way. Old cases 

provide tangible clues, bit of  evidence, 

records, photos—things anyone can work 

with, and possibly not something that   

requires a lab. It’s a level playing field. 

Also, I have to have some kind of  feel for 

the time. I tend to choose periods that 

resonate with me for whatever reason. 

1936 (for the Truly Devious series), 1978 

(for The Box in the Woods), and 1995 (for 

Nine Liars) all felt right. 

 

There is a vast range of fantastic, vivid 
characters in each of your books. How 
do you ensure they are all fully real-
ized on the page? 

This is very kind of  you to say. I have no 

idea? I just think about it a lot? I’m sure 

there is a better answer than that, but 

that’s what I’ve got. It’s instinctual. 

 

What top tips would you give an aspiring 
writer attempting to plot a mystery? 

I try not to give tips about writing                  

because everyone writes in their own 

way. I can only say what I do, and maybe 

that will be helpful to someone. I start 

with the event—the crime. I start with 

the why, then I move on to how and who. 

I build everything very carefully from the 

murder. I write the solution, everything 

that happened. I have to know                               

everything—then I work out from there, 

moving backwards, distributing clues, 

I build 

everything very 

carefully from 

the murder.  

  I have dreamed of 

fictional detectives 

all my life! That’s 

how Stevie Bell was 

born. She is my 

detective.  

“ 

” 

“ 
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making sure everyone in the story is           

exactly where they need to be, and that 

they know what I need them to know 

about the mystery and nothing more. 

 

Can you share anything about what 
you’re working on next? Are there more 
Stevie Bell mysteries in the works 
(please say yes!) 

There are two more Stevie Bell books on 

the way! My next book is not a Stevie 

book—it’s a standalone mystery called 

Death at Morning House. But the next              

Stevie will come right after that! 

Maureen Johnson 
Maureen Johnson is the #1 New York Times and USA Today bestselling author of  

more than a dozen young adult novels, including the Truly Devious series, the Shades 

of  London series, Suite Scarlett, and 13 Little Blue Envelopes. Her collaborative books 

include Ghosts of  the Shadow Market (with Cassandra Clare), as well as Let It Snow 

(with John Green and Lauren Myracle), which was also a hit feature film on Netflix. 

Her books have sold more than three million copies worldwide and have been                     

published in more than thirty countries.  

Nine Liars  is published by Harper360, and is out now in hardback.  

The paperback will soon be available in November 2023 (UK). 
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New wri ting  

by Julie Anna Douglas 

Julie Anna Douglas 

Julie lives on the West Coast of  Scotland. She has been 

writing poems for as long as she can remember and many 

of  them have found beautiful homes with The Emma 

Press, McMillan, The Caterpillar, The Toy, The Dirigible 

Balloon, Ladybug, Spider and now ....... PaperBound too!  
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‘What will we tell them?’ P said to O. 
‘Fables and facts and all that we know.’ 
 
‘How will we show them?’ O said to E. 
‘We’ll paint with our pens and set the words free.’ 
 
‘What will we sound like?’ E said to T. 
‘The whispers of  secrets and roar of  the sea.’ 
 
‘Where will we take them?’ T said to R. 
‘To cities and forests and galaxies far.’ 
 
‘What will we teach them?’ R said to Y. 
To wish and to wonder. 
To laugh and to cry.’ 
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